
Blandin Community Broadband Program 
Partnership Opportunity 

 
Background 
Even with adequate broadband services, smart technology use by community members and 
organizations is essential for rural economic and social survival. Underserved communities need to 
be even more strategic and collaborative to overcome their broadband challenges. 
 
Blandin Foundation’s Broadband Communities program supports creation of a tech-based 
community vision realized through locally developed projects, demonstrably improving how rural 
people access and use the Internet. Using the Intelligent Community 
(www.intelligentcommunity.org) framework as a guide, the result is a more vibrant and competitive 
community at the end of the 18-month program period. 
 
Partnership Opportunity 
In exchange for a $15,000 sponsorship that covers Foundation programmatic expenses, we will 
commit $75,000 in grant funds to your community (city, county or specialized area). This is an 
immediate 5:1 leveraging of your funds that will create both community goodwill and documented 
results. 
 
In addition to the sponsorship, the Foundation also requires local matching resources for grant funds. 
Most community projects require only a 25% cash or in-kind match; grants used to purchase 
equipment require a 1:1 cash match. Project partners, rather than the program sponsor, would be 
expected to provide those funds. 
 
In addition to its own resources and experience, Blandin brings additional supporting partners. For 
example, PCs for People will provide 50 refurbished computers for distribution to families with low-
incomes. Other partners include the Workforce Center, Small Business Development Center, 
community non-profits, schools, health care providers, chambers of commerce and/or others. 
 
Community teams decide how resources are distributed via voting and demonstrated commitment. 
Project examples include: 

• Small business technology assessments and consulting 

• Economic development and tourism marketing 

• Wi-Fi on school buses or in parks 

• Library and other public access enhancements 

• Technology training for various audiences including business, senior citizens, new Americans, etc. 

• Youth technology and workforce initiatives 
 
Sponsors determine their role, as sole sponsors or in partnership with other organizations, either 
taking a spot in the front of the room or more quietly in the crowd. Existing ISPs can showcase their 
services; prospective ISPs can gauge and spur community support and market demand. Those 
focused solely on economic development can know that they are supporting local infrastructure 
development, business and workforce development, and community marketing.  
 
Contact 
For more information or to discuss specifics, please contact Bernadine Joselyn, Director of Public 
Policy and Engagement at 218-327-8728 or brjoselyn@blandinfoundation.org 
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